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Preface

This Handbook introduces Level 6, Honeywell’s family of minicomputer ‘
systems, and describes its major system elements in straightforward technical
detail. Thus, present minicomputer users and others with an engineering
orientation can understand the fundamental design philosophy of Level 6
and make a firm personal evaluation of its merits. They will also become
reacquainted with Honeywell as a minicomputer manufacturer.

Honeywell has been a minicomputer manufacturer for over 12 years. In
that time it has marketed the products of Computer Control Company,
which it acquired in 1966, and has developed and introduced extensions of
the original line. Computer Control Company in 1965 built the first 16-bit
minicomputers, the DDP-116. Honeywell has continued with the DDP-516
(1966), the DDP-416 (1967), the H316 (1969), System 700 (1972), the
6/34 and 6/36 (1976), the 6/43 (1977), and the Models 23, 33, 43, 47, 53,
and 57 (1978), establishing itsell as one of the foremost manufacturers of
1 6-bit systems.

Level 6 is a 16-bit minicomputer system founded on new concepts of
simplicity, flexibility, and reliability. With its open-ended system architec-
ture, its modular, highly functional software, and its low-cost peripherals
(including mass storage subsystems), Level 6 is a key element in Honeywell’s
Distributed System Environment. It offers wide-ranging suitability for both
end-use and OEM applications, and as a member of Honeywell’s Series 60 it
enjoys the full field engineering service of one of the country’s major
computer manufacturers.

Lying behind the advanced technology of Level 6 are not only Honey-
well’s long experience as a producer of 16-bit machines, but a design
philosophy emphasizing the use of commercially established elements and a
new factory system promoting error-reducing automated procedures. These ‘
have combined to lower manufacturing costs to the point at which Level 6
can offer one of the most attractive price/performance ratios on the market.

There is much more that is newsworthy about Level 6, and this Handbook
can only summarize key aspects. For a full account of Level 6 minicomputers
and their place in your operations, call a Honeywell Marketing Representative.
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